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In order of appearance

The Sacred Flame is the story about the misfortune of Maurice Tabret
previously a soldier of World War I who had returned home unscathed tc
marry his sweetheart Stella. Unfortunately, after only a year of marriage,
Maurice is involved in a vehicle accident and left crippled. The play itsel
commences some years later in Gatley House near London, which is the
home of Maurice's mother, Mrs. Tabret.

Mrs. Tabret's home has been set up to care for her son and a young Nurs«
Wayland has been Maurice's constant aid throughout. She is extremely
professional and devoted to her job. Maurice's wife Stella lives with then
also and remains his cheerful companion and support. Colin Tabret,
Maurice's brother has returned from a time in India to spend the previous
11 months before the play's start with his brother and the family. The loc
practitioner Dr Harvester pops in frequently to check on Maurice's
condition and to prescribe appropriate treatments. Mrs. Tabret's own
husband has passed on some time ago and whilst she does not have a clo:
relationship with anyone else, her old friend retired Major Liconda visits
frequently and the play does reveal a past of some greater care and
affection between them.

All'is as well as can be expected until Maurice is found dead in his bed o
morning. Not altogether unexpected, Dr, Harvester is prepared to write tl
death certificate but then Nurse Wayland cries foul and indicates that she
believes Maurice was murdered. The play then works through a series of
Agatha Christie style whodunnit scenes as the observer (reader) attempts
to determine whether or not such a dastardly thing could have befallen th
crippled Maurice or whether it is the ravings of his previously profession
but now shocked and upset nurse.
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